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Septcmbcr, uttering with his last breath the memora-
ble words, " Courage, my friends, we are as near to
heaven by sea as on the land !"

Meanwhile Sir Philip Sidney was paying at any
rate some attention to other parts of the stupendous
plan for the conquest and colonisation of America
by Englishmen. Early in 1583, or at some previous
time, letters patent were issued by which he was
" licensed and authorised to discover, search, find out,
view, and inhabit certain parts of America not yet
discovered, and out of those countries, by him, his
heirs, factors or assigns, to have and enjoy, to him,
his heirs and assigns for ever, such and so much
quantity of ground as should amount to the number
of .thirty hundred thousand acres of ground and
wood, with all commodities, jurisdictions and royal-
ties, both by sea and land, with full power and
authority that it should and might be lawful for the
said Sir Philip Sidney, his heirs and assigns, at all
times thereafter to have, take and lead in the said
voyage, to travel thitherwards or to inhabit there
with him or them, and every or any of them, such
and so many of her Majesty's subjects as should
willingly accompany him and them, and any or
every of them, with sufficient shipping and munition
for their transportations.'*

Philip Sidney did not seriously contemplate going
out himself to plant and manage a colony in Amer-
ica. The Queen would not have allowed him to do
that; and as he was about to take to himself a wife,
there were special reasons against the project in the
spring of 1583. But it is significant that he should